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After four years as the Editor and more than 16 editions under my belt, it is time
for me to step aside for perhaps the most mundane of reasons: Personal and
professional needs change, and its time for me to dosomething new in writing 
about the Knights of Columbus.

I became the Editor immediately following the COVID-19 lockdowns when
communicating with each other became critical to our personal health, our
work and our volunteerism through the Knightsof Columbus. I have worked 
with talented graphic designers, photographers, and authors to create these 
issues. We took the reports into a full colour magazine format, from hard 
copies to hyperlinked digital ones. We added humour and shared our rich Faith
in action history of the Knights of Columbus in the jurisdiction of Ontario.

As a member of the Knights of Columbus since 2007, I seemed to walk daily through our history
but largely unaware of the details. Now l am not only deeply aware, but l like to think I’m a little
part of that history, a link in a long chain back to 1943 when the first issue
of the State Bulletin appeared - using a gestetner printing machine.

Since this is my last edition as your editor, I think it appropriate to engage in some navel-gazing by
posting several reports from our 2025 annual State Convention and allow you to appreciate what
we have achieved over the course of the past four years together.

In the meantime, thank you for taking that journey with me.

Vivat Jesus!

Membership Statistics

EDITOR’S FAREWELL MESSAGE
By: Editor, Bruce S. Poulin

05

Vivat Jesus!

Like gasoline is the lifeblood of a car, new
members are the lifeblood of a Council. 

Invite your friends and family to join!

GOAL

1,934

35

2,167

Ontario Snapshot as of April 30, 2025

3 4

71Star Councils

Total Membership: 56,393
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COATS FOR KIDS IN THUNDER BAY
&  SIOUX LOOKOUT
By: Grand Knight Council #7332, Craig Murphy

For the second time in as many years the
Mikinakoos Children’s Fund placed an order
for some $20K of coats for Kids. Half of the
order was delivered to Thunder Bay, and the
other half went to the community in Sioux
Lookout. In all, some 116 cases, or almost
1,400 coats were delivered. Congratulations
go to Bishop Norman Gallagher Council #7332
in Thunder Bay for coordinating and
supporting this effort.

Vivat Jesus!
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MOVEMBER CAMPAIGN -
PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS

By: Men’s Health Chairman, David Fisher

Once again, Sir Knight David Fisher was the
Chairman of the annual Movember campaign
in November of 2024. in the past two years we
went from 12 brother Knights participating in
2022 to 62 participants in 2024. As to be
expected there was also a significant increase
in donations from $5,000 in 2022 to almost
$30,000 in 2024. Congratulations to SK David
Fisher and all those who took part in this
campaign over the past two years.

Vivat Jesus!
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90/50 125/139
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Hundreds of delegates from across the province convened in Ottawa from April 25 and 27,
2025 for the 122 annual State Convention of the Knights of Columbus in Ontario.
Highlights of the extensive program included:

nd

 

CENOTAPH UNVEILING
Even before the jam-packed two-days of business and fellowship began, delegates, their
ladies and guests arrived on April 24, 2025, for a special unveiling ceremony at Veterans’
House Canada in Ottawa. The cenotaph—conceived, designed, funded and constructed by
the Knights of Columbus—is only the third monument sponsored by the Order in Ontario. 

The first was the Carhagouha Cross in Midland (1922); followed by the Pray for
Peacemonument in Windsor (1967). Now, this new cenotaph honours our Veteran
Community—both serving and retired—in the nation’s capital.
 

The project was fully funded by February 2025 through donations. The unveiling
ceremony also included a proclamation from the Mayor of Ottawa, declaring April 20-26
as Knights of Columbus Week.
 

Ottawa was chosen to host this convention—the first since 1974—in recognition of its
historic significance as the birthplace of the Order in Ontario. Pioneer Council #485,
established in Ottawa on January 28, 1900, also had the largest contingent of members in
attendance at the convention.
 

MEMORIAL MASS & HOLY HOUR
Friday, the official opening day, included committee meetings, a Memorial Mass, and a
Holy Hour—both of which were filmed by a crew hired by the Supreme Council. The
adoration chapel at the convention featured three first-class relics: St. Jean de Brébeuf, St.
Kateri Tekakwitha, and Blessed Carlo Acutis, who is soon to be canonized.
 

As a sign of mourning for the late Pope Francis, members were encouraged to wear
purple ribbons on their labels and golf shirts. This sign of respect will continue until May
25, 2025.
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After 50 Years, Annual State
Convention Returns To Ottawa

By: State Deputy, Bruce S. Poulin
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OPENING CEREMONY AND AWARDS
The Opening Ceremony was held Friday evening at the Westin Ottawa hotel. Supreme
Knight Patrick E. Kelley offered introductory remarks, followed by a year-in-review
address by our State Deputy. Awards were then presented across multiple categories
including Basketball Free Throw Championship, Soccer Challenge, Keep Christ in
Christmas Poster Contest, Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest, Canadian Wheelchair
Foundation Award, Trillium Awards, Council Bulletin Awards, Raffle Awards, Membership
Awards, and Faith in Action Awards.
 

BUSINESS SESSION
Registration indicated 247 voting delegates, representing 492 councils and 56,443
members. They were joined by 80 observers and guests. Delegates heard reports from
State Board officers and directors before voting to elect the 2025-2026 State Board.
Brother Donny Thivierge of Council #12494 (Windsor) was elected as the new State
Warden.
 

In the afternoon, the business session resumed with discussion of 24 resolutions.
Delegates approved an increase of $5 to the State per capita fee, effective in the 2026
calendar year. Another approved resolution allowed a portion of the Christopher Fund to
be invested in a Canadian financial institution rather than an American one.
 

SATURDAY MASS
The Saturday Mass was celebrated by the State Chaplain at Notre Dame Cathedral
Basilica, located near the convention hotel. The Mass featured a procession of 46 Sir
Knights, four bishops, and 12 concelebrating priests. Nearly 1,000 people were in
attendance.
 

STATE BANQUET DINNER
No convention is complete without the formal State Banquet Dinner. This year’s dinner,
held on Saturday evening, was one of the largest in more than 50 years, with 670
delegates, spouses, and guests in attendance.
 

The banquet featured 125 -anniversary-themed centerpieces with fairy lights,
commemorative regional song booklets, and printed programs. Each guest received a
complimentary bottle of wine donated by the State Deputy to mark the Order’s 125
anniversary in Ontario.

th

th
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After 50 Years, Annual State
Convention Returns To Ottawa

Continued
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The keynote speaker was Abby Johnson, bestselling author
and subject of the pro-life film Unplanned. 

Thanks to her inspirational presence, more than $30,000
was raised for the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound
Initiative. With matching funds from the Supreme Council,
another ultrasound machine will soon be donated. To close
the evening, the State Deputy and Supreme Director from
North Carolina, Colin Jorsch, performed a spirited duet of
Neil Diamond’s Sweet Carolineto the crowd’s delight.

LADIES’ PROGRAM
A special program for the delegates’ wives included a
decorative door ornament workshop, luncheon, and a
shopping trip to the Rideau Centre.
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After 50 Years, Annual State
Convention Returns To Ottawa

Continued

SQUIRES CONVENTION
Reviving a tradition that began in 1948, the Columbian Squires held their annual
convention concurrently and on-site. Approximately 150 Squires, area chairman, and
family members attended the centennial event, which included the exemplification of 14
Squires into full Knighthood.

The State Deputy also presented major awards including:
· Best Council Award – Council #7969 (Stoney Creek)
· Family of the Year Award – Brother Paul Martin and wife Cindy (Council #6361, Bowmanville)
· Ontario Field Agent of the Year – Jean-Pierre Ricard (Eastern Ontario)
· State Deputy Awards – Brothers David Fisher, Gerard Gonsalves, & Narciso Rodrigues
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HOCKEY GAME
The convention concluded as it began—with a memorable public event. More than 400
spectators attended the first-ever hockey game between the Knights of Columbus Ontario
State Council and the Flying Fathers on Sunday afternoon at the Jim Durrel Recreation
Centre. The event raised more than $5,000 for Special Olympics.

 
FINANCIAL OUTCOME AND LOOKING AHEAD
Following the convention, the Westin Ottawa hotel manager informed the Executive
Secretary that the Knights would receive a refund of approximately $30,000. This marked
significant progress in the financial management of the State Convention. By contrast, the
Knights were fined $42,000 in 2022 in Niagara Falls because of unfulfilled contractual
obligations (rooms rented and meal orders). The following two years saw a break-even
result, and this year saw a surplus!
 
Preparations are already underway for next year’s State Convention, which will again be
held at the Westin Ottawa hotel.
 
IN CONCLUSION
As the echoes of fellowship, faith, and fraternity fade from the halls of the Westin Ottawa,
we are left with a renewed sense of purpose and unity. This convention was more than a
gathering—it was a celebration of our legacy, a witness to our unwavering commitment,
and a powerful reminder of the good we can achieve together. With gratitude in our
hearts for the blessings of the past and hope burning brightly for the journey ahead, we
return to our councils re-energized—ready to serve our Church, our communities, and
one another with courage, compassion, and conviction. 
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After 50 Years, Annual State
Convention Returns To Ottawa

Continued

Vivat Jesus!
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As many will recall, brother Mario Duguay agreed to be our Executive Secretary 
for three years and help us celebrate our 125  anniversary at our annual Stateth

Convention in Ottawa in April 2025. This event has come and went, and we 
must now look forward to the next fraternal year. It is with this thought in 
mind that the Office Committee of the State Board began its search for a
new Executive Secretary. We are pleased to report, with the blessing of the 
State Board electthat brother Todd Cowan has been hired with an effective 
date of May 20, 2025.

Born and raised on the family farm in Tilbury East, Kent County, Todd grew up 
with strong roots in community, hard work, and service. After completing his studies
at the University of Guelph, he began his career in the agricultural industry, where he 
developed a deep appreciation for the land, the people who work it, and the vital role 
agriculture plays in our society.

His career path eventually led to Queen’s Park and into the world of politics and public 
service. For nearly 20 years, he worked in both provincial and local government, gaining 
valuable insight into the inner workings of policy, governance, and the importance of 
strong community leadership.

In 2016, he followed a long-standing dream and founded a weekly newspaper in the 
Waterloo Region, where he operated for just over seven years. The paper served as a 
voice for the community, shining a spotlight on local issues, people and events. Sadly, 
like many small businesses, he had to close due to the challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing government sanctioned lockdowns.

For the past 16 years, he has been a proud and enthusiastic member of the Knights of 
Columbus. Through his Council and Assembly, he has held numerous leadership roles 
including Grand Knight and Faithful Navigator, and he joined the Poulin Administration 
where he has served as a District Deputy for the past two consecutive years.

He lives in Tavistock with his beautiful wife Jill. Whether through public service, 
community work, or faith, Todd remains committed to making a difference and will be a 
boon for our State Office in Hamilton and the Order in the jurisdiction of Ontario. 
Welcome Todd!

Vivat Jesus!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS | ONTARIO STATE BULLETIN |SPRING 2025

NEW EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
By: State Deputy, Bruce S. Poulin
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The Maison Inner-City Home de/of Sudbury provides emergency food bank services to
approximately 1,200 households a month throughout Greater Sudbury; it also offers life
skills programs and support for clients and their families; it has long been supported by
local Councils.

Thirteen Sudbury area Councils, from the English and French Districts, decided to support
Maison Inner-City Home with a 2025 cash calendar (daily prizes). Since 2025, is the 125
anniversary of the Knights in Ontario, with the support and help of Council #485 in
Ottawa, the calendar was also designed to both celebrate and be a souvenir of the
anniverary. This has truly been a community project, with the calendar designed and
printed in Sudbury, local sponsors, and primarily local sales.

th

The cash calendar, with a prize board of $21,750, has been overwhelmingly supported by
the community in terms of sponsorships and sales (sold out 4,500 copies). The calendar is
fully bilingual; per the communities we serve. When completed, the project will yield a
donation to Maison Inner-City Home of more than $60,000.

This project brought 14 councils together in unity, fraternity and charity, and provided the
opportunity for many knights to get to know and work with members of other councils. It
is an excellent example of putting our faith into action, a project for the community, that
impacts families in thier time of need.
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Sudbury Area Councils Raises
Funds with a Cash Calendar

By: District Master #3, Don Larocque

Vivat Jesus!
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